Christmas
   The most popular holiday in Great Britain is Christmas. Every year the people of Norway give the city of London a present. It’s a big Christmas tree and it stands in Trafalgar Square. Central streets are beautifully decorated. 

   Before Christmas, groups of singers go from house to house. They collect money for charity and sing carols, traditional Christmas songs. Many churches hold a carol service on the Sunday before Christmas. 

   The fun starts the night before, on the 24th of December. Traditionally this is the day when people decorate their trees. Children hang stockings at the end of their beds, hoping that Father Christmas will come down the chimney during the night and fill them with toys and sweets.
   Christmas is a family holiday. Relatives usually meet for the big Christmas dinner of turkey and Christmas pudding. And everyone gives and receives presents. For most British families, this is the most important event of the year, it combines the Christian celebration of the birth of Christ with the traditional festivities of winter. Most families decorate their homes with brightly-coloured paper or holly, and they usually have a Christmas tree in the corner of the front room, glittering with coloured lights and decorations.  The 26th of December, Boxing Day, is an extra holiday after Christmas Day. This is the time to visit friends and relatives or perhaps sit at home and watch football.
Task 1 (Agree or Disagree)
1) Christmas is the most popular holiday in Great Britain.

2) Every year the people of Norway send Londoners a lot of big turkeys.

3) A big Christmas tree stands in Trafalgar Square.

4) Before Christmas all people collect money for charity.

5) On the 24th of December children put their stockings under the Christmas tree.
6) For Christians Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Christ.

Task 2 (Answer the Questions)
1) What do the people of Norway give the city of London every year?

2) Where does a Christmas tree stand in London?
3) What do the groups of singers usually do before Christmas?

4) Why do children hung stockings at the end of their beds?

5) Why is Christmas a family holiday?

6) What does the celebration of this holiday combine? 

Task 3 (Make Up a Dialogue On the Topic “On Christmas Eve”)

Easter

   Easter is a time when certain old traditions are observed, whether it is celebrated as the start of spring or a religious festival. In England it is a time for the giving and receiving presents which traditionally take the form of an Easter egg, for the Easter Bonnet Parade and hot cross buns. Nowadays Easter eggs are usually made of chocolate, but the old custom of painting egg-shells is still maintained in some country districts. Many modern Easter symbols come from pagan times. The egg, for instance, was a fertility symbol long before the Christian era. The ancient Greeks and Chinese exchanged eggs at their spring festivals. Today people enjoy eating candy bunnies and coloured eggs. It’s time to sing a song about a rabbit. 

   The name “Easter” derives from the name of the Saxon goddess of Spring and of the dawn – Eastre. The name “Eastre” was also used to denote the ancient Norse festival of spring sun, which celebrated the awakening of new life and the death of winter. The Christian Easter gradually replaced the pagan festival. 
   Easter was a movable festival (by the lunar calendar), while Christians believed that Easter should always fall on Sunday, the day when Christ was resurrected. It was not until the year 325A.D., that a council of churchmen assisted by astronomers decided that Easter should fall on the first Sunday after the first full moon on the first day of spring (March 21) or thereafter.
Task 1 (Complete the sentences)

1) In England Easter is a time for …

2) Nowadays Easter eggs are …

3) Today people enjoy eating …

4) The name “Easter” derives from …

5) Christians believed that Easter should fall on …
6) A council of churchmen decided that Easter should fall on …

Task 2 (Answer the Questions)
1) What time is Easter?

2) What time is it in England?

3) Where do many Easter symbols come from?

4) What do people enjoy doing today?
5) What does the name “Easter” derive from?

6) Why did Christians believe that Easter should fall on Sunday?

Task 3 (Make Up a Monologue On the Topic “How I Celebrated Easter Last Year”)

St. Valentine’s Day
   St. Valentine was a priest. He lived in Rome. His fiest falls on the 14th of February. And it is a traditional day of lovers. But this is mere coincidence. He was not famous for helping lovers and he was not the true saint for lovers. In early times people believed that on this day birds chose their mates and joined in couples. 

   In England there was a custom: the names of young girls and boys were mixed up and drawn out by chance. The person whose name was written on the card was your chosen “Valentine” for the year. More than a century ago it became fashionable to send pretty cards. Nowadays there are a lot of different cards on sale for this celebration in Britain. The most popular Valentine cards are the humorous ones but the cards may be also happy or sad, romantic or serious and sometimes ridiculous. 

   St. Valentine cards are anonymous – you must not say who you are. The person receiving it must guess. You don’t sign your name, and for a person to whom you send this card it’s interesting to guess who has sent the card. It is customary on the day to send a Valentine, a card with an affectionate message, to someone you love, or to your best friends. There are special cards to My Husband, My Wife, Mother, Father, Sweetheart. Of course, it’s particularly young people who look forward to Valentine’s Day, hoping to receive many cards.  
Task 1 (True, False or Not Stated) 
1) St. Valentine was a priest in Greece.

2) St.Valentine’s Day is traditionally celebrated on the 14th of February.

3) St. Valentine was famous for helping lovers.

4) Nowadays there are a lot of weddings on that day.

5) The most popular Valentine cards are romantic.

6) It is customary on the day to send a card and sign it.

Task 2 (Find In the Text English Equivalents For the Following Words and Word Combinations. Read Out the Sentences with Them.)
1) настоящий святой для влюблённых;

2) соединяться в пары;

3) это стало модным;

4) валентинки;

5) подписать своё имя;

6) открытка с любовным посланием.
Task 3 (Discuss the Topic “Why Valentine Cards Are Anonymous”)
